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SUBJECT! EC CONSIDERATION OF LOS MATTERS . 

REF: STATE 275890 

1, SUMMARY! THE MEETING ON NOVEMBER 11 OF THE OCEAN 
SEADBEDS WORKING GROUP OF THE EC LAW OF THE SEA COMMITTEE 
WAS CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH A GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF THE 
RESULTS OF LAST SUMMER'S SESSION OF THE UN LOS CONFERENCE, 
ACCORDING TO MICHAEL HARDY, EC COMMISSION LEGAL ADVISOR. 

THE DISCUSSIONS AT THIS MEETING, H SAID, WERE QUITE 
GENERAL, GOING WELL BEYOND SEASEDS AND REVIEWED LIKELY 
DEVELOPMENTS AND G OALS IN UPCOMING LOS NEGOTIATIONS IN 
ORDER TO PREPARE FOR THE FORTHCOMING MEETING OF EC 
MEMBER STATES' HEADS OF L 05 DELEGATIONS IN BURSSELS 

DEC 10, To HELP PREPARE FOR THE MEETING, HE ASKED FOR 
WH ATEVERDETALS The US could give the committee on measues 

TO IMPLEMENT THE SECRETARY'S SEPTEMBER, 1-2 , 1976 

PROPOSALS AT THE UN LOS SESSION. HARDY ALSO NOTED 

THAT., HE REPORTED A” THE MEETING GN THE U5-EC' ' • ; Z 

CONSULTATIONS ON LOS /Fl 3 HE PIES ISSUES ON .OCTOBER (REF 

A); THE WORKING GROUP CONCLUDED THAT THIER VIEWS AND 

THOSE OF THE US ON MOST LOS MATTERS WERE QUITE 

SIMILAR. END SUMMARY. 

2, EC COMMISSION LEGAL ADVISOR MICHAEL HaRDY RECENTLY 
TOLDMISSION OFFICER THAT WHILE NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE 

TO ARRIVE AT DECISIONS, THE NOV. 11 DISCUSSIONS IN THE 
OCEAN SEABEDS WORKIN GROUP QP THE EC LAW OF THE SEA 
COMMITTEE SERVED TO IDENTIFY VIEWS On A NUMBER OF 
ISSUES, INCLUDING! 

A. I MPLEMENT AT I I ON OF SECRETARY'S LOS PROPOSALS. 

HARDY SAID THAT DETAILS ON SECRETARY KISSINGER’S 
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SEPTEMBER 1-2 PROPOSALS AT THE UN LOS SESSION IN NEW 
YORK REGARDING VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE EXPLOITATION 
OF THE SEABEDS WOULD HELP THE COMMUNITIES' OWN CON- 
SIDERATION OF THESE MATTERS AND REDUCE POSSIBLE 
DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT AT 
LEAST SOME PRELIMINARY INDICATION OF US VIEWS COULD 
BE PROVIDED FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE DECEMMBER 10 
EC LOS MEETI NG . 

B, MEETING WITH THE ACP STATES. HARDY SAID 

THAT THE NOV 11 WORKING GROUP ALSO CISCUXED THE 

DESIRE EXPRESSED BY THE ACP STATES FOR A MEETING 

WITH THE EC ON EXPLOITATION OF THE SEAEEDS. IN ORDER 

TO AVOID COMMITMENTS OR THE IMPRESSION OF "NEGOTIATIONS", 

THE MEETING (WHICH MIGHT TAKE PLACE IN FEBRUARY 1977 ) 

WOULD EE DESCRIBED AS A TECHNICAL SEMINR OR 
COLLQGUIUM DESIGNED TO PROVIDE GENERAL INFORMATION 
ON PRACTICAL PROBLEMS, SUCH AS SEABEDS MINING TECH- 
NOLOGY. OTHER QUESTIONS, SUCH AS THE ECONOMIC VIABILITY 
AND MANAGEMENT OF DEEP SEA MINING VENTURES COULD ALSO 
BE DISCUSSED BUT ONLY TO RPOVIDE BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

c, anti-monqmpoly clause, hardy noted that the 

WORKING GROUP MEETING REVEALED A CLEAR DIVISION OF 
OPINION BETWEEN THE PARTICIPANTS ON THE DESIRABILITY 
OF ACCEPTING AN " A NT I - M ON OP OL Y " FOR "ANTI-DOMINANCE" 

CLAUSE IN THE LOS TREATY REGARDING SEABEDS EXPLOITATION. 

IN ORDER TO AVOID A SPLIT AMONG THE WESTERN DEVELOPED 

states on this issue which might place some of them on 
the . SIDE VO F THE (5-77 -AND 'THE SOCIALIST St.ATE Sr HARDY . tV.*-' 
SAID T ~AT -THE .EC RE 0 S RECOGNIZED THAT I ND I VUDU A'L" EC . . ' - .. 

-STATES WOULD' HAVE TO' SHOW SOME FLEXIBILITY 
ON THIS ISSUE. THERE WAS A FEELING THAT, DESPITE 
INTERNAL RATIFICATION PROBLEMS, THE US SHOULD ALSO BE 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT SOME COMPROMISE OR IT MIGHT FIND 
ITSELF RELATIVELY ISOLATED. HARDY STRESSFD, HOWEVER, 

THAT FORMAL STUDY OF THE A NT I - MO NO PO L Y CLAUSE IS 
STILL UNDER WASY IN THE EC. 

D. RECASTING THE NEXT LOS SESSION, HARDY SAID 
THAT MOST REPRESENTATIVES AT THE NOV 11 MEETING WISHED 
TO CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW APPROACH FOR THE 
. NEXT SESSION OF THE LOS CONFERENCE STARTING IN MAY 1977. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP82S00697R0004001 6001 7-1 




f'f I MI*U. 2/76 


CABLE SEC DISSEM 

« 

PERSON/UNIT NOTIFIED 


.Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP82S00697R0004001 6001 7-1 

P ^~ 1 TOTAI - COPIES run BY 


c o n f i dent i 'a l 


REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN 
ISSUING OFFICE IS PROHIBITED 


T 412285 


El A295 


PAGE 03-03 
JORJ27 0430Z NOV 76 


ADVANCE COPY 
ACTION UNIT 

ISSI 

JED /SLOTTED B y A T 7 

STATE ME SR AG F 


1 

N 

F 

O 

RF . FILE . VR 

E 


4 



2 


5 


ACTION t 

3 


6 



— 

_1 




NC 66547 


to°ics C in T cwmit?cI M m T E£ s BEEN REACHED on most 
Jpe tm T ’ HE SAID ’ MAKES TH ^ UNRESOLVED 

TufpR qc?T| M cMF\'T ES r- AND 111 STaND OUT EVEN MORE AND 
THIER SETTLEMENT APPEAR MORE REMOTE. MANY FRIT THAT 

BECAUSE OP CHANGING CONDITIONS, THE NEXT IDS SPSRTnN 
MIGHT CONSIDER CONCENTRATING on REMAINS !«ull 

PA-NA V ^ UA t L L^ THE ? THAN TRY ' NG T » Resolve them^ in a 

A REVIEW OF N UHAT k SLtr S ° EXPRESsE D AT THE MEETING FOR 
A REVIEW OF WHAT REMAINS To BE DONE* WHAT adpfarc 

ACHIEVABLE AND WHEN. HE SI AD THAT WHILE THE EC 

suggest at 41 would 

WIVE iHEbE MATTERS FURTHER THOUGHT. 

a'fo'rmal^c pos, D I,^ R „ Essed that he ras Ki(!T RESENTING 
a FORMAL EC POSITION ON LOS MATTERS BUT mfrfi y u t q 

view of THE current thinking or the officials in the 

WE BELIEVF THAT M |?Svin STATES C0NCER NED WITH THE SUBJECT. 

-u- B chr^y E 'y AT PR 0 V I D ING further INFORMATION on 

i^THE 0 , 5 RT NC nN°r„I H !J ECRETARY,S SEAR ESS PROPOSALS 
EAST UN ^OS SfcSsiON COULD GIVE US A GOOD 

" P! ,T r T H T ?,J N ni: U ^ CE THE LIBERATIONS of the 
Recuestedi WE would apKc R ,J?e M L E v T, a N pprJp CT r, , a^ 

H?S REGUEsf.HIN?o°N ULD ^ RESP ° NSE T ° 




CuNFl DENTI AL 


Approved For Release 2002/06/14 : CIA-RDP82S00697R0004001 6001 7-1 


